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Background and Focus 

New global challenges like the digital revolution and the growing complexity of research and 
new global players (e.g. superstar firms like Google and Alibaba) call for a new role of 
government, as well as new and innovative approaches to innovation policy. As a consequence of 
digitalization and growing research complexity, international cooperation in research, 
development and innovation (R&D&I) is becoming ever more important. Production and 
innovation are increasingly organized in global value chains and fragmented across countries 
(OECD 2015). Innovators draw on knowledge and ideas from across the world, leading to the 
emergence of new global centers of innovation and the rise of new global challengers, i.e. 
innovation leaders from emerging economies. Most obviously, international cooperation in 
research and development can foster innovation, growth, and ultimately welfare. Firms may 
benefit from cost-reductions in R&D, while customers may benefit from an increased variety – 
and quality – of goods and services. However, today’s innovative regions might lose their 
competitive edge if knowledge can flow freely across borders, and certain firms might try to 
avoid international competition in R&D&I.  

The global developments outlined above call for new approaches to innovation policy. The 
intention of the workshop is to bring together scholars from different fields to discuss the 
consequences of digitalization and the increasing internationalization of R&D&I for regional 
development and for the proper design of innovation policies.   

Questions of interest could be, for example: 

- How do digital technologies affect the organization and the geography of innovation? 

- Which actors need policy support in the internationalization of their R&D&I activities? 

- How can innovators grasp the benefits of both, local embeddedness and 
internationalization? Should innovation policy support the formation of international 
research collaborations out of local cluster initiatives? 

- Should innovation policy itself be internationalized, and how could it effectively be 
governed?  
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Scientific Committee 

Dirk Dohse, Kiel Institute for the World Economy 

Dirk Fornahl, Center for Regional and Innovation Economics, Universität Bremen 

Robert Gold, Kiel Institute for the World Economy 

 

Submission deadline 

To apply for this workshop, please submit an abstract by July 8th  to julian.vehrke@ifw-kiel.de  

Notification of acceptance will be communicated until mid-July. 

There is no registration fee. 

 

We look forward to your submissions and to seeing you in Kiel! 

 


